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High‐Level Segment of the 9th Conference of the Parties  

to the  

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)  

Bonn (Germany) 28‐30 May 2008 

 

Conclusions of Minister Gabriel, President of CoP‐9 

The High‐Level Segment of the 9th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) took place in Bonn (Germany) on 28‐30 May 2008. It was chaired by Mr Sigmar Gabriel, Federal 
Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety of Germany. 157 countries 
participated in the High‐Level Segment, 80 of which were represented at ministerial level, 37 on 
Deputy Minister or State Secretary level.  The meeting was also honoured by H.E. Dr. Angela Merkel, 
Federal Chancellor of Germany; H.E. Dr. Srgjan Kerim, President of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations; H.E. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada; H.E. José Manuel Barroso, President 
of the European Commission; H.E. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme and Dr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. The High‐Level Segment was honoured by a welcome message from H.E. Ban Ki‐
Moon, Secretary General of the United Nations, which was read out by H.E.  Achim Steiner. 
Representatives of international intergovernmental organizations, parliamentarians, local 
communities, business, youth, non‐governmental organizations and Indigenous and Local 
Communities have also participated. 

In my opinion this High‐Level Segment has fully achieved the main objectives I had in mind when 
inviting you: 

• Giving the necessary guidance at relevant stages of CoP‐9 negotiations in order to help 
negotiators to reach agreement on key topics,  

• Providing a new impetus to the further development and implementation of global 
biodiversity policies, 

• Showing the world which concrete steps countries are taking in order to halt or significantly 
reduce, the loss of biodiversity. 

I summarize our discussions as follows: 

1. We underlined that biological diversity constitutes the indispensable foundation of our lives and of 
economic and social development. We stressed the fundamental importance of biodiversity for 
human livelihoods and the crucial role of biodiversity in poverty eradication and the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals.  The economic relevance of biodiversity was highlighted by the 
presentation from Pavan Sukhdev with findings of his study “The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity”. However, all of us were aware that human‐induced extinction of biodiversity is still 
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advancing at a dramatic pace. Having only two more years to reach the target agreed by the heads of 
state and government in Johannesburg to significantly reduce the loss of biological diversity by 2010, 
we acknowledged the urgent need for concrete action at international, national and local levels.  

 

2. Our meeting has been instrumental for CoP‐9 to achieve significant progress on key topics such 
as:  

• The sustainable production and use of biofuels in relation to biodiversity. The role of the 
CBD was confirmed. A concrete process until COP 10 was agreed . 

• The establishment of networks of protected areas and the related Life Web Initiative, 

• Forest biodiversity with a special focus on addressing the potential threat of Genetically 
Modified trees, 

• Marine biodiversitiy with a special focus on addressing the potential threat of oceans 
fertilization, 

• The cooperation between the CBD and the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Climate. 
 

2.  In order to provide a new impetus to protect biodiversity we considered it important to take due 
account of and strengthen: 

The role of local authorities 

In order to achieve the objectives of the CBD it is essential that the local authorities undertake 
specific initiatives to implement relevant objectives of the different programmes of work of the 
CBD within their respective areas of competence. Local authorities should also participate in the 
development of national policies for the implementation of the CBD. The IUCN’s Countdown 
2010 Initiative has an important role to play in promoting this. 

The role of Indigenous and local communities 

Indigenous and local communities should meaningfully participate in decision making processes 
affecting them. International, national and local authorities and organisations should take due 
account of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples when developing and 
implementing relevant initiatives for fulfilling their commitments under the CBD. The COP should 
agree on elements of a code of ethical conduct to ensure respect for the cultural and intellectual 
heritage of Indigenous and Local Communities and should promote the effective participation of 
Indigenous and Local Communities in the CBD‘s decision and policy‐making concerning the use of 
their traditional knowledge. 

The importance of young people 

We must conserve and sustainably use biological diversity for the benefit of present and future 
generations. Children, and the children of our children, have the right to grow in a healthy 
environment where the choices provided by nature are preserved. Our education and awareness 
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precondition our patterns of production and consumption, which affect biodiversity. Parties of 
the CBD should therefore give a priority to the implementation of the CBD’s Programme on 
Communication, Education and Public Awareness.  

The contribution of Non‐Governmental Organizations 

The civil society represented by the NGOs has an essential role to play in the efforts towards 
achieving the objectives of the CBD. They help to raise the awareness of the public and decision 
makers on the importance of biodiversity and the challenges ahead.  They are facilitators and are 
involved in implementing biodiversity projects on the ground. It is therefore important to listen 
to their voice and to facilitate their participation in decision making processes affecting 
biodiversity both at international and at domestic levels.  

The role of the business community 

We recognized that a re‐linking of biodiversity, climate change, economics and poverty 
eradication is necessary to adequately address these global challenges. The business community 
should seize opportunities provided by biodiversity and should also integrate biodiversity 
concerns within its operations. The Business @ Biodiversity Initiative will provide a forum for 
further enhancing the engagement of the business community towards the objectives of the 
CBD. The High Level Segment of CoP‐10 should take this issue again in order to review progress 
achieved. 

The understanding of the economic significance of the global loss of biological diversity 

We considered it important to analyse the global economic benefit of biological diversity and its 
ecosystem goods and services, the costs of the loss of biodiversity and the failure to take 
protective measures versus the cost of effective conservation. The outcomes of a global study 
should be submitted for consideration to COP‐10 and to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations.  

The role of science 

There is the need to strengthen the science‐policy interface of the Convention. An international 
mechanism for providing scientific advice (IMoSEB) should be established in order to enhance 
the quantity and quality of scientific information available to institutions and organisations at 
different levels.  

3. Aware that for achieving the 2010 target it is essential to take urgent and strong actions, the High 
Level Segment warmly welcomed specific commitments announced during the different sessions 
by Parties. 
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Bonn Agenda on Global Biodiversity  

 

Having only two years left to meet the 2010 target set by heads of states and governments 2002 at 
the WSSD in Johannesburg the German CBD Presidency will be guided by a clear roadmap to COP 10.  
We will do our utmost that the decisions taken by COP 9 are implemented comprehensively and 
timely. We will enhance cooperation and team‐spirit amongst parties and bodies of the CBD. We will 
try to bridge gaps inside the CBD‐family and to others outside. We will also try to convince those 
countries, still outside the CBD to join and make the Convention the real global one for all life in all 
countries on earth! 

 

Our “Bonn Agenda on Global Biodiversity” of the German CBD Presidency will have a special focus on 
the following issues 

 

1. Access and Benefit Sharing 
Finalizing the ABS‐Regime timely to be adopted at COP 10 will be the key task of the German 
CBD‐Presidency. The negotiation process is well designed by COP 9‐decisions with a number 
of working group meetings both on political as on scientific experts level. 
I will invite ministers from all regions of the world to form a high level group of Friends of the 
Presidency to give political guidance on the CBD process with special focus on ABS ‐ when 
ever it is needed. 

2. LifeWeb Initiative 
The Protected Areas Programme of Work will be assessed at COP 10. Key is the enhanced 
management of existing protected areas and the establishment of additional ones to fill the 
gaps in the global net of protected areas. COP 9 welcomed the LifeWeb Initiative as one tool 
to assist in implementing the Programme of Work. Many parties announced that they want 
to be involved in this Initiative. The German CBD Presidency will – in cooperation with the 
CBD Secretariat and other institutions –facilitate to make the LifeWeb Initiative a vital one. 
We want to make the LifeWeb Initiative an effective tool to protect our precious forests. 

3. Mobilizing financial resources 
Appropriate financing of all three pillars of the CBD is vital. The German CBD‐presidency will 
pay special attention to enhance cooperation between CBD, GEF and other funding 
institutions and mechanism. We will continue our efforts to establish new and innovative 
funding mechanism on all levels. 

4. The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
Under the leadership of Pavan Sukhdev we will continue our work on the Economics of 
Ecosystems and Biodiversity. We will provide a comprehensive report before COP 10 which 
will allow to compare the costs of action with the cost of non‐action on Biological Diversity.  
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5. Beyond 2010 
An thorough assessment on the 2010 target is necessary. Together with other institutions we 
will analyze to what extent we have reached the 2010 target. We want to understand why 
countries or regions were able to meet the challenge or not. 
We will follow the invitation of the President of the United Nations General Assembly to 
cooperate in the preparation of a special session of UNGA on Biodiversity.  

6. Global Biodiversity Governance 
The CBD has achieved a lot since the World Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Regarding our 
enormous challenge of holding the loss of biodiversity we have to assess whether the 
approach, the governance and the way we work is efficient and appropriate. We will start a 
discussion inside the CBD, with other Partners in the UN and with those how might have an 
outside view on our convention.  
Biodiversity need s an effective science‐policy interface. We will support the Imoseb Process 
and all efforts to synergize with other relevant processes like MEA. 
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