
 

  

 

International Conference on Climate Action - ICCA2019 
22 & 23 May 2019, Heidelberg, Germany 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

The International Conference on Climate Action in Heidelberg, Germany, on 22 and 23 
of May 2019 will be hosted by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety together with the State of Baden-
Württemberg and the City of Heidelberg. Leaders from national and subnational 
governments as well as high-level representatives from international organizations, 
initiatives and networks will engage in interactive debates on how to enhance 
coordination and cooperation across all levels of government and to scale up climate 
action. 

The IPCC Special Report on global warming of 1.5°C is an alarming call for action and 
confirms the urgency of the Paris Agreement goal. ICCA2019’s overall aim is to support 
actions for achieving the Paris Agreement goals at a crucial point in time. ICCA2019 
will serve as a milestone on the way to the UN Secretary General’s Climate Action 
Summit in September 2019. It will be a key moment for the preparation of deliverables 
for the Summit’s Infrastructure, Cities and Local Action work stream.  

Given that more than half the world’s population lives in urban areas, producing more 
than 70 percent of energy-related GHG emissions, local governments play a key role 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to the effects of climate change. 
With their economic and innovative power, the engagement of their citizens and other 
sectors of society, it is the cities and towns where low-emission economic practices 
and lifestyles and resilient infrastructures and social systems can be shaped. 

Transformation towards a low-carbon economy and society is possible. We have the 
means, the scientific knowledge and the technological innovations. More and more 
local authorities are demonstrating real leadership, pursuing highly ambitious targets, 
at times even going beyond targets set at national and international levels. ICCA2019 
is an outstanding opportunity to learn from the experience of pioneers and join the 
front-runners in cooperation on ambitious climate action – this is what ICCA2019 is all 
about. 



 

  

CONFERENCE DESIGN AND PROGRAM 

ICCA2019 will offer a varied and dialogue-oriented programme, including three 
plenary sessions and several parallel interactive cluster sequences. Collaborative 
climate action will be considered from sectoral perspectives and in the light of cross-
sectoral policy levers. Furthermore, participants will have the opportunity to 
contribute to and advance initiatives for the UN Secretary-General’s Climate Action 
Summit in September 2019. ICCA2019 particularly invites decision-makers at all levels 
of government and multipliers for climate-friendly sustainable development. These 
include ministers and high-level representatives from national and subnational 
governments, mayors, and their global networks. Participants will also include 
representatives from UN organisations and other globally known organizations, 
international financial institutions, civil society, business and academia. 

CLIMATE NEIGHBOURHOODS  

In addition to the main conference in the historic Heidelberg town hall, ICCA2019 will 
also offer a variety of events for professionals and the public. The Climate 
Neighbourhoods Programme will run in parallel in various locations in the historic 
center and will be shaped by stakeholders and civil society groups. The Climate 
Neighbourhoods Programme will be organized by the Institute for Environment and 
Energy (Ifeu) in Heidelberg and Climate Alliance. For more information, please visit 
http://www.cn2019.org/ 

POST-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIPS 

On May 23, field trips to selected local climate protection projects in the Heidelberg 
region will provide hands-on experience and opportunities for face-to-face exchange. 

 

More information will be available soon at https://www.icca2019.org/ 
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