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10 Summary 

In general, it makes sense to use areas available along infrastructure corridors for installation 
of additional wind energy plants. Such areas offer advantages over many areas in open 
landscapes. 

In light of the existing impacts along traffic and power-line routes, the added impacts 
resulting from installation of wind energy plants tend to be smaller along such routes than on 
sites in open landscapes that have few or no impacts. 

Certain regional-planning area categories that, in light of their special importance and 
sensitivity have thus far been off limits to wind energy use, in the context of regional 
planning, tend to have reduced environmental characteristics and value when exposed to 
existing, strong environmental impacts in the vicinity of infrastructure corridors. As a result, 
new potentially available areas can gradually be identified at the regional-planning and land-
use-plan (Bauleitplanung) levels and then subjected to individual-case review with regard to 
their actual suitability and implementation feasibility. 

Using sample studies and calculations in three planning regions, the project was able to 
show that the total potentially available area would be considerable, even if, at the regional 
planning level, the amounts of areas produced via such modification of restriction categories 
within impacts corridors can vary widely in accordance with infrastructure-corridor type and 
planning region. 

Existing procedures could be systematically reviewed in updating of regional plans, and in 
the framework of a well-planned overall concept for identifying priority areas for wind energy 
use. In the process, value-reducing existing impacts along infrastructure corridors should be 
"reassessed" in a manner that will enable additional, potentially suitable areas in the vicinity 
of infrastructure corridors to be made available for wind energy use. Final assessment of 
suitability and permissibility must then take place at the land-use-planning level 
(Bauleitplanung) or within the relevant procedures under immissions-control law. Areas in 
question should not be set aside in advance as regional-planning suitability categories, 
however, since the necessary decision-making latitude in the present specific case context 
should not be overly restricted. 

Even in a conservative scenario in which modification of restriction categories along 
infrastructure corridors would be expected to make only 2-10% of the total relevant area 
additionally available, more than 5,000 MW of additional wind-energy capacity could be 
installed. And that figure, which is of a significant order, includes consideration of the 
uncertainties – which from a perspective of methods undoubtedly are present – in 
transferability of model results to Germany as a whole. 

The described method for "reassessment" of areas previously classified as restriction areas 
is simple to apply at the local level. It can be of use in identifying additional new sites for wind 
energy plants, sites that would entail only modest additional impacts at most and thus would 
not be likely to conflict seriously with the aims of nature conservation and immissions 
protection. 
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Note: 

A short version (Part III) of the present long version of the research report has been prepared 
that focuses on the project's main results. 


